
Women make up a mere 4% 
of game programmers

Yearly Game Developer salary survey of 2012



Women make up around 25% of 
programmers over all. 

You might be thinking this isn’t bad 
right? 



WRONG



Truth? 
It’s worse now than ever 
before.





And if you look at just the number of programmers 
and not the whole field? It’s worse. 

In 1987, 42% of American 
programmers were women 



Programming was 
even considered 
women’s work

April, 1967 issue of Cosmopolitan, "The Computer Girls“

If it doesn't sound 
like woman's work --
well, it just is.... "



Women programmed almost all of the 
earliest computers as part of war efforts

Comput “her” was even 
a common idea – the 
job of human computer 
was *reserved* largely 
for women. 

“Human computers in the NACA High Speed 
Flight Station "Computer Room", Dryden Flight 
Research Center Facilities” 1949

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_computer


Why this dramatic switch? 
The personal computer and all 
of the advertising that went 
right along with it



It was an expensive item so it was targeted at the 
family bread winner. The advertising took sexism to a 
new level. It created the impression that 

computers were 
not “for” women. 











And this advertising ramped up to an extreme 
in gaming in the 90’s. Gaming was depicted as 
something only little boys or men did. The ads 
are either male dominated or disturbingly 
misogynistic. 











However women 
make up nearly half of 
all gamers 



This year at the Game Developer’s 
Conference I was in the PlayStation 
booth with my new Vita game, 
Crystallon. Men asked me constantly if 
there was someone who could tell 
them about my game…. 



What 
do Vita 
ad’s 
look 
like? 



What we have 
here is an image 
problem



How do we fix it? 
UNDO THE 
DAMAGE



WE WOMAN UP 





We build healthy communities of

female gamers 
developers.



LEARN & CREATE 
And we help each other 



We give each other free classes both online and in person.

We meet and play and talk about games.

We function like a mesh network. 

And we are just getting 
started.



We ran 33 hours of free c++
game development classes this 
summer. 



Our anonymous 
feedback survey results 



"CLF is a precious gem that is 
embedded with a promise to 
change the ratio in the tech 
industry."



"I do not have a tech 
background and usually feel 
intimidated by coding. This 
environment was comfortable 
for me to learn in." 



"I'm working on stepping out 
of the shadows of my male 
peers, and deeply appreciated 
having a supportive circle of 
women around me."



"You've exposed us to the power 
of programming! It shall spread 
through our bodies like radiation 
and mutate us into… 
programmers!"



JOIN US AND 
CHANGE THE GAME



Because game 
development can 
look like this





Want a chapter in your town? 
Start one and hook into our 
network in New York. 

hello@codeliberation.org

mailto:hello@codeliberation.org


JOIN OUR 
ARMY



www.codeliberation.org

@codeliberation
hello@codeliberation.org


