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Public Lab

an open community which 
collaboratively develops 

accessible, open source, Do-It-Yourself

technologies for investigating local 

environmental health and justice issues



Antikythera 
mechanism

Wikipedia



CollegeHumor





First contact



How do people encounter 
Public Lab?

* Events/workshops (in person)
* Media coverage
* Website

* “Starter Kits”







Unboxing









Customer vs. Contributor







Identity



Hacking interactions?







Connecting hardware
                      people











Scale & black boxing





Can a pile of stuff in a box be a 
new piece of open hardware?





Using proprietary software





Designing for one-off and/or mass manufacturing



Open Hardware Kit 
Checklist

* Credit contributors
* Rely on communal, peer support
* Parts list -- on outside of box
* Widely available parts
* Provide peer network point of contact (forum, etc)

Intangibles:

* Think of how your object/box will make people feel
* Help newcomers identify as part of the community
* Make your object/box a gateway to that community
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